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it the more since Henry himself so frequently visited the
extensive royal domain in East Saxony. This was only
natural, since it supplied so much to the maintenance of the
royal household, and Henry also found his chief relaxation
in hunting expeditions in the neighbourhood of Goslar, which
under his favour grew rapidly in size and industrial impor-
tance. But out of the suspicions of the Saxons developed
the civil wars which afflicted the reign of his successor.
Hcnry'a	The loss of Hungary, so recently acquired, was not a
death *** matter of great importance. The danger from Godfrey and
from Saxon discontent was much more serious. Probably
a solution of both these difficulties would have been reached,
had Henry Ill's life been of normal length. His weak health
had always been a serious handicap to him, and on more than
one occasion he had apparently been on the point of death
and there had been grave anxiety about the succession. The
birth of Henry IV in 1050, therefore, came as a great relief;
in 1053 he was elected king by the princes, who swore to
accept him as Henry Ill's successor; and he was crowned
the following year. But in 1056 sickness again attacked the
Emperor, this time fatally. He was still under forty when
he died on October 5, and his heir was a child of only six
years of age*
The minority gO) once mOrc, as in the case of Otto III, a child was
his mother's' on ^ie ^rone °f Germany, and his mother, in whose charge
weak rule he was, had to rule the kingdom in his name. But Agnes
was not a Theophano. Pious and dutiful, she attempted to
follow in her liusband's footsteps. She looked for help
especially to the bishops, but here she was unfortunate.
Henry Ill's friend, archbishop Herman of Cologne, had died,
and his successor Anno was a self-seeking parvenu; Adalbert
of Bremen was engrossed in the extension of his metropolitan
authority; Siegfried, whom she nominated to Mayence in
1000, was a weak man, always at the mercy of a stronger will,
and unable to take the leading position which was his by
right of his see. In her choice of laymen to assist her she
was equally unfortunate. The duchy of Bavaria was in her
own hands, Carinthia had recently become vacant, and
Suabia also fell vacant in 1057. She could not manage them
herself, and while looking for faithful supporters she was

